What is claimed is: 

1 . A cleaning apparatus for cleaning a surface comprising: 

a housing for movement along the surface; 

5 a suction nozzle assembly provided on said housing having an inlet 

and an outlet; 

a recovery container removably mounted to said housing; 

a hose having a first end detachably connected to said outlet of said 
suction nozzle and a second end in fluid communication with said recovery 
10 container; 

a vacuum source in fluid communication with said suction nozzle, said 
hose, and said recovery container for drawing dirt from the cleaning surface into the 
inlet of the suction nozzle and into said recovery container; and 

a first handle movably connected to said housing, said first handle being 
15 moved between a first position that locks the first end of said hose to said housing to a 
second position that unlocks the first end of said hose to said housing. 

2. The cleaning apparatus of claim 1 wherein said base includes a 
channel formed therein for removably receiving at least a portion of said hose. 
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3. The cleaning apparatus of claim 2 wherein said first handle is pivotally 
connected to said housing. 
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4. The cleaning apparatus of claim 1 including a second handle 
operatively connected to the housing in a first position for propelling said cleaning 
apparatus along the surface. 

5 5. The cleaning apparatus of claim 4 wherein said second handle is 

placed in a second position such that the cleaning apparatus can be used as a hand- 
held cleaning machine. 

6. The cleaning apparatus of claim 5 wherein said second handle includes 
io at least a first portion telescopically connected to a second portion, said first portion 

telescoping substantially into said second portion to place said handle in said second 
position. 

7. The cleaning apparatus of claim 5 wherein said base includes a 
15 channel formed therein for removably receiving at least a portion of said hose. 

8. The cleaning apparatus of claim 1 including a liquid distribution system 
mounted at least in part to said housing for dispensing liquid to said surface, said liquid 
distribution system including a solution tank removably mounted to said housing for 

20 holding the cleaning solution. 

9. The cleaning apparatus of claim 8 including a second handle 
operatively connected to the housing in a first position for propelling said cleaning 
apparatus along the surface. 
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1 0. A cleaning apparatus for cleaning a surface in which cleaning solution 
is dispensed to the surface and substantially simultaneously extracted along with the 
dirt on the surface in a continuous operation comprising: 

a housing; 

a recovery system mounted to said housing and comprising: 

a) a recovery tank removably mounted to said housing; 

b) a suction nozzle selectively mounted to said housing and usable in both 
an attached position and in a detached position for cleaning said surface; 

c) a suction source for drawing liquid and dirt from said surface through said 

suction nozzle and into said recovery tank; and 
a liquid distribution system mounted at least in part to said housing for 
dispensing liquid to said surface, said liquid distribution system including a solution tank 
removably mounted to said housing for holding the cleaning solution. 

11. The cleaning apparatus of claim 10 including a handle operatively 
connected to the housing in a first position for propelling said cleaning apparatus along 
the surface. 

12. The cleaning apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein said handle is placed in a 
second position such that the cleaning apparatus can be used as a hand-held cleaning 
machine. 

13. The cleaning apparatus of claim 12 wherein said handle includes at 
least a first portion telescopically connected to a second portion, said first portion 
telescoping substantially into said second portion to place said handle in said second 
position. 
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14. A cleaning apparatus for cleaning a surface comprising: 
a base assembly for movement along a surface; 

a handle movably connected to the base assembly for propelling said base 
5 assembly along said surface; 

a recovery system mounted to said base assembly and comprising: 

a) a recovery container removably mounted to said housing; 

b) a suction nozzle selectively mounted to said housing and usable in both 
an attached position and in a detached position for cleaning said surface; 

10 and 

c) a suction source for drawing liquid and dirt from said surface through said 
suction nozzle and into said recovery container. 

15. The cleaning apparatus of claim 14 wherein said handle is pivotally 
15 connected to said base assembly. 

1 6. The cleaning apparatus of claim 1 4 wherein said handle is placed in a 
second position such that the cleaning apparatus can be used as a hand-held cleaning 
machine. 

20 

17. The cleaning apparatus of claim 16 wherein said handle includes at 
least a first portion telescopically connected to a second portion, said first portion 
telescoping substantially into said second portion to place said handle in said second 
position. 
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18. The cleaning apparatus of claim 14 wherein said base assembly 
includes pair of wheels rotatably mounted on opposite sides thereof. 
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